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Editorial Foreword

The second issue of ILT - Interconnected Learning and Teaching.
International Journal for Foreign Languages brings together educators from
all institutional levels to create an innovative, practice-oriented forum with a
particular focus on foreign language didactics. We understand teaching and
learning as ongoing developmental processes in which all participants are actively
involved, allowing them to navigate the evolving demands and complexities of
contemporary education. In this spirit, the present issue connects broader
reflections on everyday pedagogical practice with accounts of initiatives that
contribute to reshaping our shared global educational objectives. These are
complemented by classroom-based experience reports and applied methodological
approaches that can meaningfully inform and enrich daily teaching practice.

The first two contributions present the work of two research groups from the
Republic of Moldova — one based at Alecu Russo Balti State University and the
other at Ion Creanga State Pedagogical University of Chisinau — examining the
challenges involved in teaching foreign languages to young learners growing up in
an era defined by rapid technological innovation. The first article, signed by
Aurelia Betivu and Tatiana Sova and entitled The Role of Mass Media in Shaping
the Identity and Social Perceptions of Young People, examines how mass media
influence the development of young people’s identity and social perceptions. It
explores the ways in which media convey values, behavioural models, and cultural
norms that shape self-image and interpretations of reality. The authors analyse
the distinct effects of traditional and digital media and underline the
responsibility of media institutions to promote ethical and balanced
communication. Such communication, they argue, is essential to fostering young
people’s critical thinking and autonomy within today’s information society. Lilia
Turcan and Cristina Mihai discuss in their study on Risk Factors for the
Development of Student Aggression in Schools the current research on student
aggression and presents a comprehensive framework of risk factors across four
domains: biological predispositions, cognitive distortions, situational triggers, and
broader social environments. Drawing on models such as the General Aggression
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Model, it shows how vulnerabilities in one area can interact with pressures in
another to increase aggressive behaviour. The authors argue that effective
prevention requires integrated interventions addressing students’ traits, thought
patterns, classroom dynamics, and school-wide norms. The article ultimately
offers a structured foundation for designing targeted measures that promote safe
and inclusive learning environments, with special attention to foreign language
classes as communicative forums.

The URGE Project’s Approach to Supporting Ukrainian Refugee Children in
Romania, signed by the URGE project members (Irina Gheorghiu, Simona
Hultoana, Ioan Juncu, Adrian Dinu, Ovidiu Ursa, Stefan Colibaba) represents a
detailed account of a collaborative initiative involving universities, schools, and
non-governmental organizations from six partner countries (Bulgaria, Germany,
Italy, Romania, Spain, and the Netherlands) and funded by the European Union
under the Erasmus+ framework. The project supports the integration of
Ukrainian refugee primary school children into national education systems by
1implementing informational and educational strategies that build basic language,
communication, and intercultural skills. It highlights digital tools designed to
create a supportive learning environment where children feel welcomed and
included. The paper also emphasizes approaches that strengthen teachers’
intercultural competence, ultimately facilitating the children’s successful socio-
cultural integration into their new communities.

The practical section of this second issue includes a series of contributions
dedicated to the teaching of English, French, and German as foreign languages.
These articles provide concrete methodological insights, offering teachers a wide
range of practical tips, strategies, and classroom-ready activities. By presenting
adaptable examples and hands-on techniques, they aim to enrich everyday
instructional practice and support educators in addressing the diverse needs and
learning styles of their students.

Alice Siretean offers a case-study on Enhancing English Speaking Skills in
Romanian 8" Grade Classrooms through Conversational Al through
Character.Al, a conversational AI platform, meant to offer opportunities to
practice oral skills. By engaging students in persona-based dialogues and role-play
scenarios aligned with the national English curriculum, the platform promotes
unscripted conversation, enhancing oral fluency, reducing speaking anxiety, and
fostering learner autonomy. Its voice-based interactions simulate real-life
conversations, further supporting speaking proficiency. While occasional
misinterpretations or lack of error correction require teacher guidance,
Character.Al proves to be a valuable complementary tool that expands speaking
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opportunities and helps students achieve curricular oral language objectives
despite classroom constraints.

For the French classrooms, Brindusa-Petronela Ionescu examines the integration
of artificial intelligence (AI) in foreign language education, focusing on its
potential benefits, current challenges, and ethical considerations. Her article,
L’intelligence artificielle au service de lenseignement des langues. Innovations
pédagogiques et enjeux actuels, explores the use of Al-powered tools — such as
ChatGPT, ElevenLabs, Suno AI, Wonderplan, and MagicSchool — in supporting
language learning, cultural understanding, and assessment. It emphasizes the
integration of Al with Open Educational Resources (OERs) to foster inclusive,
critical, and student-centred teaching. Practical examples illustrate how
educators can leverage Al to enhance intercultural awareness, learner autonomy,
as well as both digital and communicative competencies.

A special case-study is offered by Elena Lilia Radu in her article Mehrsprachigkeit
in der frithkindlichen Bildung: Das Buchangebot des Bilibri-Verlags als Beitrag
zu einem integrativen Ansatz im Kindergarten, which explores the book offer of the
German publishing house Bi:libri in the context of early childhood multilingual
education and its contribution to an inclusive approach in kindergartens. The
bilingual children’s books, available in multiple languages, are complemented by
audio materials to convey the sound, rhythm, and cultural aspects of the
languages and the illustrations aim to strengthen native language skills while
introducing additional languages. These books are suitable not only for German
kindergartens but also for use in Romanian educational settings, promoting early
language awareness, intercultural sensitivity, and an initial understanding of the
sonority and cultural nuances of the German language.

Another valuable contribution to the German classroom is offered by Valentina
Georgiana Berta in her article: Die Interaktion als Methode der Sprechforderung
im DaF-Unterricht. Didaktische Perspektiven iiber das interaktive Lernen und
Raumgestaltung. This article explores the role of interaction in teaching German
as a foreign language, focusing on the development of the speaking competence.
Starting from a theoretical analysis and a survey conducted among teachers from
Romania and Germany, it highlights how varying social forms, such as pair and
group work, and flexible classroom design can enhance oral production. The study
emphasizes the importance of adaptive teaching methods and the use of
supplementary, often playful, materials for fostering communicative skills and
promoting effective foreign language learning. A special attention is drawn to the
geography of the classroom and the way in which it promotes or hinders,
depending on the landscape, the student interaction, highlighting the importance
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of differentiated classroom design and innovative didactic approaches for the
sustainable development of communicative skills in foreign language education.

Collectively, the articles in this second issue of ILT — Interconnected Learning
and Teaching. International Journal for Foreign Languages highlight the
value of flexible, innovative, and student-centred approaches that address the
changing needs of learners and educators across disciplines. They underscore the
significance of integrating technology, fostering critical thinking, promoting
inclusivity, and attending to ethical considerations in the ongoing development of
foreign language teaching.

The ILT International Journal is published in collaboration with Alexandru Ioan Cuza
University Printing Press and welcomes contributions from scholars all over the world.
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