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Valentina-Georgiana BERŢA, MA, is a former student of the master’s program 

German Culture in European Context at Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iaşi, 

Romania. She began her academic journey with a bachelor’s degree in Translation 

and Interpretation, specializing in German, English and Romanian. During her 

master’s studies, she focused on gaining international experience, spending three 

semesters in Vienna (Austria), Freiburg im Breisgau and Dresden (Germany) 

through the CEEPUS and Erasmus programs. Being part of an international 

environment strengthened her intercultural competence and enhanced her ability 

to facilitate communication across languages and cultures. 

 

Aurelia BEŢIVU, PhD, is an Associate Professor and Head of the Department of 

Educational Sciences at Alecu Russo State University of Bălţi, Republic of 

Moldova. She is the author of numerous scientific publications, methodological 

guides, and a monograph dedicated to axiological and educational themes, and she 

has presented her research at various national and international conferences. Her 

academic activity includes participation in major educational and research projects 

such as Erasmus+ COMPASS, REVOCC II, UPGRADE and multiple initiatives 

developed by PRO DIDACTICA and the National Agency for Research and 

Development. Aurelia Beţivu is a member of several professional and scholarly 

communities, including the SSRN Research Community, Cambridge University 

Press network, and ASCD (The Association for Supervision and Curriculum 

Development). She has completed extensive national and international training 

programs in pedagogical innovation, inclusive education, digital technologies, and 

educational management. She currently serves as the Project Director of the 

research initiative “Using Blogs as Online Communication Tools for the Axiological 

Education of Adolescents,” funded by the National Agency for Research and 

Development. 

 

Ştefan COLIBABA, PhD, is a Professor of Literature and Applied Linguistics. He 

has worked for over 25 years at Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iaşi, Romania, 

where he currently teaches courses in ESP, Education Management, Strategies in 

teaching/learning languages, Materials development and evaluation, Languages 

for Europe, Literature and Language Learning. He has been involved in European 

projects that develop innovative non-formal tools for assessing and validating 

competences at the workplace. In this capacity, he has taken part in designing 



Bionotes 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

110  ILT – Interconnected Learning and Teaching. 
International Journal for Foreign Languages 

 2 / 2025 

 

training materials and evaluation schemes. He strongly advocates systematic use 

of internationally recognized benchmarks in evaluating language competences. 

Ştefan Colibaba has been course director and/or lead trainer for regional training 

courses (Thailand, Colombia, Pakistan, Hungary, Romania, Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan, Republic of Moldova) focusing on the link between language 

development and human rights education, citizenship education, inclusive 

education, critical thinking, autonomous learning. Area/s of Expertise: CLIL 

approaches to teaching science subjects, English for specific purposes, Curriculum 

development, Quality assurance in higher education, Literature in ELT. 

 

Adrian Lucian DINU, PhD. Father Adrian L. Dinu is a graduate of the Dumitru 

Stăniloae Faculty of Orthodox Theology in Iași (class of 1993). Between 1997 and 

1999 he pursued advanced studies at the Institute of Higher Studies in Orthodox 

Theology within the Orthodox Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 

Chambésy, Switzerland. The paper he produced on that occasion, “La position de 

la doctrine d’Irénée de Lyon sur la Vierge Marie dans le contexte des deux premiers 

siècles chrétiens,” was awarded the distinction summa cum laude. He is currently 

an Associate Professor at the Dumitru Stăniloae Faculty of Orthodox Theology of 

Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iași, where he teaches Spiritual Formation and 

Liturgical Practice.  

 

Irina GHEORGHIU is affiliated with Albert Ludwig University in Freiburg, 

Germany. She has a keen interest in studying cultural phenomena and their 

applications in various fields. Additionally, she focuses on translations as well as 

the teaching and learning of foreign languages. She has published materials with 

various publishers and has been extensively involved in international educational 

projects, which has significantly enhanced her critical thinking skills. 

 

Simona HULTOANĂ is a teacher of English, German and Romanian for non-

native speakers at EuroEd School, Iași. She has been a teacher for 28 years, 

teaching different age and professional categories, children and adults and also 

foreign diplomats within immersion programmes. She is, at the same time, a 

certified translator for English and German. For 23 years Simona has trained 

representatives of public institutions (teachers, social workers, police officers, 

judges, prosecutors), NGOs and private companies in the fields: Training of 

Trainers, Mediation, Negotiation, Project Management, Intercultural Education, 
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Communication, Organisational Marketing, Team Building and Leadership. She 

is the co-author of a Mediation textbook. 

 

Brînduşa Petronela IONESCU, PhD, teaches French in a middle school in Iași 

and collaborates with the French Institute and the Teachers’ House for FLE/FOS, 

digitization and didactics training. She holds a PhD in Literature from the 

Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iaşi and has also joined, as a research 

assistant, the team of two national IDEI programs – Dynamique de l’identité dans 

la littérature francophone européenne (2009–2011) and L’espace identitaire dans la 

littérature francophone (2012–2016) – being the co-author of the eponymous works. 

She has completed several training programs in France and Switzerland and has 

published numerous articles on the works of Francophone writers from Europe and 

beyond. In 2017 she published the book Poétique de la nouvelle chez S. Corinna 

Bille. 

 

Ioan JUNCU is an experienced English teacher who has taught primary and 

secondary students. He has been teaching at EuroEd School since 2019 and has 

been deputy principal since 2025. He is also a computer science teacher trainer 

and mentor for less experienced educators. Ioan focuses on interactive, 

communicative activities that help learners speak and listen actively. He prepares 

students for Cambridge exams and supports digital literacy and ECDL 

coordination, integrating ICT and student-centered methods in his teaching. He is 

a BookWidgets Ambassador and is actively involved in eTwinning and other 

European educational projects that support his professional growth. 

 

Cristina MIHAI, university assistant at the Department of Educational Sciences 

and Management of the Ion Creangă State Pedagogical University of Chişinău. 

PhD student at the Doctoral School of Educational Sciences of the Ion Creangă 

State Pedagogical University. Scientific researcher within the projects 

“Management of the Development of Organizational Culture in Higher Education” 

and “Preventing Aggressiveness in the School Environment through Students’ 

Education for Tolerance.” Member of the organizing committee of the Annual 

Scientific Conference of PhD Students with International Participation “Research, 

Innovation, Development,” funded by ANCD (the National Agency for Research 

and Development of the Republic of Moldova). 

 



Bionotes 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

112  ILT – Interconnected Learning and Teaching. 
International Journal for Foreign Languages 

 2 / 2025 

 

Elena Lilia RADU, MA, is a French and German teacher with seven years of 

experience, teaching at both secondary and high school levels in Vrancea County. 

Until 2024, she worked as a substitute teacher in several schools, gaining 

experience across diverse educational environments. She is currently a permanent 

French teacher at Tâmboeşti Secondary School and also teaches German at the 

Pedagogical High School. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Applied Modern 

Languages – Translation and Interpretation and a master’s degree in German 

Culture in a European Context from Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iaşi. With 

a strong background in language education and intercultural communication, she 

is committed to supporting students’ linguistic development and academic 

achievement. 

 

Alice SIRETEAN, MA, is a secondary school English teacher from Suceava with 

twenty years of classroom experience, a CELTA certificate, and a recent master’s 

degree in Applied Linguistics from the University of Iași. Her current interests 

focus on integrating AI-enhanced speaking tools into the EFL classroom, with 

particular attention to how conversational agents can support fluency, confidence, 

and learner autonomy within the constraints of large classes. She is involved in 

small-scale classroom-based research on task design and curriculum alignment for 

AI-mediated speaking practice, and she regularly share materials and reflections 

with local teacher communities. Through this work, she aims to explore realistic 

ways in which emerging technologies can serve both teachers and learners. 

 

Tatiana ŞOVA, PhD, is an Associate Professor, and Dean of the Faculty of 

Educational Sciences, Psychology and Arts at Alecu Russo State University of 

Bălţi, Republic of Moldova. She is a member of the Expert Commission for 

Certification in the field of Educational Sciences within ANACEC and has served 

as both Chair and Member of Evaluation Committees for bachelor’s and master’s 

study programs. She has coordinated and participated in national and 

international research and capacity-building projects, has acted as an official 

reviewer for public defenses of doctoral dissertations in Educational Sciences, and 

is the author of more than 70 scientific, methodological, and didactic publications. 

She has completed numerous continuing professional development trainings both 

in the Republic of Moldova and abroad. 
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Lilia ŢURCAN, PhD, Associate University Professor in the Department of 

Education Sciences and Management at the Ion Creangă State Pedagogical 

University in Chişinău. Project director of the research project titled “Preventing 

Aggression in the School Environment through Students’ Education for 

Tolerance,” and coordinating scientific researcher within the project “Management 

of Organizational Culture Development in Higher Education,” funded by the 

ANCD (National Agency for Research and Development of the Republic of 

Moldova). Actively involved in investigative activities within fundamental and 

applied research projects, with over 150 scientific publications (monographs, 

dictionary co-author, methodological guides, course materials, and articles in 

specialized journals), contributing to the development of the Pedagogy of 

Emotional Culture. Within this field, she is developing her own research direction 

– Pedagogy of Tolerance – enriching this investigative area with monographs, 

course notes, and methodological guides for schoolteachers, university staff, and 

students. In 2025, the Academy of Sciences of Moldova awarded her the Honorary 

Diploma of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova. The pedagogical research 

supervised in bachelor’s and master’s theses, as well as the participation in 

advisory committees and public defense committees (as an official reviewer) for 

doctoral theses, have contributed to the development of research and innovation 

competencies. 

 

Ovidiu URSU, PhD, is a university lecturer in the Modern Languages 

Department at Iuliu Haţieganu University of Medicine and Pharmacy Cluj-

Napoca, Romania, where he teaches English for Medical Purposes and contributes 

to curriculum design, examination, assessment, and research in medical 

communication. His teaching centers on developing the communicative 

competences students need in real socio-professional settings - clinical interviews, 

case presentations, interprofessional exchanges, patient education, and academic 

communication. His scholarly interests include ESP/EMP pedagogy, health 

literacy and patient-centered language, corpus-informed materials, and valid, 

reliable assessment of professional communication. He collaborates with clinical 

faculty to align language outcomes with bedside practice and, where appropriate, 

develops digital resources (e.g., scenario banks, self-study modules) to extend 

learning beyond the classroom. The overarching aim of his work is to help future 

clinicians communicate clearly, ethically, and effectively across cultures and levels 

of health literacy. 

 


